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Church; (2) the Prerogative of the King; (3) the power and jurisdiction of Courts and Commissioners; and (4) the interest of the subject. Four or five cases are quoted in illustration of each head. They are succinctly stated in legal phraseology, and followed by short comments explaining the error implied in each case in the report. The errors pointed out are thirty in all, but they are given only " as a taste " ; and were drawn up not with a view to a judicial proceeding against Coke, which the collectors evidently did not contemplate, nor in the hope of extracting a confession of error from, himself, but only for the King's information, as bearing upon the question of his fitness for the place he held, and as suggesting the expediency of a revision by authority of his book of Reports. It seems doubtful whether Bacon expected them to be referred to Coke at all; but the King, who was always ready to hear what a man had to say, having already given him the opportunity of discovering and correcting his errors without a prompter (which was the handsomest way), and finding that he bad passed without notice the points which seemed most objectionable, thought it right before proceeding further to have his attention particularly drawn to them. Accordingly, on the 17th of October, he was called again before the Lord Chancellor and the learned Counsel, and informed that the King "out of his gracious favor was pleased that his memory should be refreshed ; and that he should be put in mind of some passages dispersed in his books, which his Majesty being made acquainted with did as yet distaste, until he heard his explanation and judgment concerning the same. And that out of many some few should be selected, and that at this time he should not be pressed with more; and those few not to be the special and principal points of the cases which were judged, but things delivered by discourse, and as it were by expatiation, which might have been spared andthe truth: his presence, before these points be determined, because
